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Reaching 100% Open Access

• Is it a reasonable goal?

• Policies and practices need to align, but how?

• Stockholm University as an example

• Future outlook?



• Adopted by the President of Stockholm University in Sept 2022

• Based on recommendations from The Swedish Association of Higher 

Education Institutions (SUHF)

• Applies to all employees

• Six goals & a more elaborate plan with responsibilities

Stockholm University Open Science Policy



Education

Stockholm University Open Science Policy

Services

FAIR Data Cooperation

Open Licensing

Incentives



• Education and services will key components in implementation

• Making it easy to follow the policy

• All institutional stakeholders should be involved

• Create a strategy for communicating the policy and the services

From Policy to Practice



Education

Providing education for 
researchers and PhD 
students is an essential 
part of the new policy. 
This is an example of a 
course for PhD students 
that can be added to their 
list of merits. The first 
instance ran in 2021. 
Evaluations were positive 
and we are now planning 
for the next version in 
2023.



Services

Stockholm University Press 

was founded in 2014 and 

publishes peer-reviewed 

books and journals. The 

press is open for all authors 

and editors interested in 

open publishing. The press 

currently hosts 10 journals 

and a backlist of 45 books.

https://www.stockholmuniversitypress.se/

https://www.stockholmuniversitypress.se/


One of the options already 

available for Stockholm 

University Researchers 

interested in publishing 

open data or other items is 

our institutional Figshare 

installation. Available since 

2016. 

st

https://su.figshare.com/

Services

https://su.figshare.com/


This recently launched 

information page about 

Open Science has been 

made an integral part of the 

university website. This 

showcases good examples 

and links to relevant news 

items.

https://www.su.se/english/research/open-science

Services

https://www.su.se/english/research/open-science


https://www.su.se/staff/researchers/research-data

Another important service 

is ensuring that researchers 

have a landing page with 

further information on how 

to work with open data. 

This page also list contact 

details to the team of 

specialists for all aspects of 

data management.

Services

https://www.su.se/staff/researchers/research-data


https://www.su.se/staff/researchers/publishing-communication/copyright-open-licenses

Encouraging authors to 

apply open licensing to 

their work is key to advance 

Open Science and Open 

Access. This information 

page is often used in 

conversation with 

researchers, to help them 

choose a license that works 

for them.

Open Licensing

https://www.su.se/staff/researchers/publishing-communication/copyright-open-licenses


Open Licensing

https://www.su.se/staff/researchers/publishing-communication/publishing-support

Tools and education is also 

needed to encourage 

authors to share their work 

with an open license. One 

such tool is the Journal 

Search service where 

researchers can look for 

journals where their APC 

can be paid by the Library.

https://www.su.se/staff/researchers/publishing-communication/publishing-support


https://kb.se/openaccess

Open licensing of academic 

material is not just a question for 

each institution to solve. The 

discussion need to be on a 

national level and based on an 

analysis of data about openness. 

In our case, it is the National 

Library of Sweden who is 

responsible for collecting data and 

reporting about how open we are.

Open Licensing

https://kb.se/openaccess


https://www.openaccess.nl/en/in-the-netherlands/you-share-we-take-care

Last, but not least, directives 

about the use of open licensing 

needs to be accompanied by 

appropriate adaption of 

legislation around academic 

publications. This has been 

done in The Netherlands by 

means of the Taverne

amendment but is yet to be 

discussed further in, for 

example, Sweden and Finland.

Open Licensing

https://www.openaccess.nl/en/in-the-netherlands/you-share-we-take-care


Cooperation

https://libereurope.eu/article/four-urgent-recommendations-for-open-access-negotiations-with-publishers/

https://libereurope.eu/article/four-urgent-recommendations-for-open-access-negotiations-with-publishers/


• Sharing data via tools like the ESAC registry

• To make informed decisions

• How can we evaluate the quality of services we pay for?

• Do we get value for the money?

Analysis of Current Practices





Breakdown of 
Publication Services 
and Fees’



https://esac-initiative.org/market-watch/



Type of OA articles from Stockholm University 2012–2021
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Things to do

• Expanding offers to authors of books and other items

• Incentive structures needs further work

• Inclusive approach to ensure no one is left behind

• Provide more opportunities to learn to ensure academic freedom



• Future OA initiatives need to be format-agnostic and inclusive

• Policies and incentives should be comparable across regions

• Adaptations of current funding opportunities are need

• We cannot expect that there will be one model to fit them all

• Explore more with open (meta)data to find further opportunities

Future Outlook



Summary

• Many lessons learned in the past years, make sure to use the 
experiences and data from earlier initiatives

• Collaboration and transparency to make sure we can learn 
from each other – to analyse before decisions

• Important to provide more opportunities to learn about open 
science and its consequences

• Allow for the practices already in place to serve as good 
examples when implementing a policy



Questions?

sofie.wennstrom@su.se
@StockholmUniLib

@SthlmUniPress



Links in the presentation
• Stockholm University Open Sciene Policy https://www.su.se/staff/organisation-governance/governing-documents-rules-and-regulations/research/open-science-policy-

1.628566

• Stockholm University Open Science Plan https://www.su.se/staff/organisation-governance/governing-documents-rules-and-regulations/research/open-science-plan-
1.629289

• The SUHF National Roadmap & guide for implementation: https://suhf.se/publikationer/rekommendationer/

• Stockholm University Press https://www.stockholmuniversitypress.se/

• Stockholm University Research Data Platform https://su.figshare.com/

• Stockholm University Open Science page https://www.su.se/english/research/open-science

• Stockholm University Research Data Guidance https://www.su.se/staff/researchers/research-data 

• Licensing & copyright information https://www.su.se/staff/researchers/publishing-communication/copyright-open-licenses

• Publishing support https://www.su.se/staff/researchers/publishing-communication/publishing-support

• National Library of Sweden OA information https://kb.se/openaccess

• Swedish BIBSAM consortium https://www.kb.se/samverkan-och-utveckling/oppen-tillgang-och-bibsamkonsortiet/open-access-and-bibsam-consortium.html

• The Taverne agreement https://www.openaccess.nl/en/in-the-netherlands/you-share-we-take-care

• LIBER Four Recommendations for open access negotiations with publishers https://libereurope.eu/article/four-urgent-recommendations-for-open-access-
negotiations-with-publishers/

• LIBER Open Access Working Group https://libereurope.eu/working-group/open-access-working-group/

• Plan S Journal Comparison Service https://www.coalition-s.org/journal-comparison-service/

• FOAA Breakdown of publishing services and fees https://www.fairopenaccess.org/foaa-breakdown-of-publication-services-and-fees/

• ESAC Market watch https://esac-initiative.org/market-watch/

https://www.su.se/staff/organisation-governance/governing-documents-rules-and-regulations/research/open-science-policy-1.628566
https://www.su.se/staff/organisation-governance/governing-documents-rules-and-regulations/research/open-science-plan-1.629289
https://suhf.se/publikationer/rekommendationer/
https://www.stockholmuniversitypress.se/
https://su.figshare.com/
https://www.su.se/english/research/open-science
https://www.su.se/staff/researchers/publishing-communication/copyright-open-licenses
https://www.su.se/staff/researchers/publishing-communication/publishing-support
https://kb.se/openaccess
https://www.kb.se/samverkan-och-utveckling/oppen-tillgang-och-bibsamkonsortiet/open-access-and-bibsam-consortium.html
https://www.openaccess.nl/en/in-the-netherlands/you-share-we-take-care
https://libereurope.eu/article/four-urgent-recommendations-for-open-access-negotiations-with-publishers/
https://libereurope.eu/working-group/open-access-working-group/
https://www.coalition-s.org/journal-comparison-service/
https://www.fairopenaccess.org/foaa-breakdown-of-publication-services-and-fees/
https://esac-initiative.org/market-watch/
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