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OAPEN Library – hosting, 
distributing, and preserving 25,000+ 
peer-reviewed OA books from 400+ 
publishers

Directory of Open Access Books –
global indexing service of over 
60,000  peer-reviewed OA books 
from more than 600 publishers 

OAPEN OA Books Toolkit – public 
information resource for authors  

OAPEN 
Foundation
 increase discoverability of 

OA books

 promote and build trust in 
OA book publishing

OAPEN Foundation is a not-for-profit and independent foundation 
based in the Netherlands, https://oapen.org



“Countries in the study are 
similar in many ways,
however there are huge 
differences in population
size, book markets, OA policies, 
funding streams and publishers’ 
approaches to OA.”

Ferwerda, Eelco, Pinter, Frances, & Stern, Niels. (2017). A Landscape Study on Open Access and 
Monographs: Policies, Funding and Publishing in Eight European Countries. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.815932 (p.8).

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.815932
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.815932


Bibliodiversity
the diversity of book publishing in terms of 
the variety of national, regional and 
disciplinary contexts, including culture, 
language (multilingualism), quality assurance 
standards, transparency, publishing 
traditions, rewards and incentive structures 
at universities (including royalties), and the 
publishing industry and its market 
mechanisms in general. 



“No single model will fit all and 
there is no scenario for a perfect 
transition. Indeed, we do not 
expect all monographs to go OA, 
but we see a number of ways in 
which OA for books can be 
encouraged further.”

Ferwerda, Eelco, Pinter, Frances, & Stern, Niels. (2017). A Landscape Study on Open Access and 
Monographs: Policies, Funding and Publishing in Eight European Countries. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.815932 (p.8).

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.815932
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.815932


BPC model
Martin Paul Eve: 
”an initial issue of scalability […]”

OPERAS Open Access Business Models 
White Paper (2018/2021) on the BPC model:

”Pros: Aids recognition of the costs involved in 
quality publishing.

Cons: Lack of funding available in AHSS, different 
levels of financial resource at different institutions 
makes for an uneven and unfair situation for 
academics, inefficient, high administrative burden 
for institutions and publishers, additional burden 
for academics.”

https://eve.gd/2016/02/05/why-handling-book-processing-charges-from-a-purchasing-library-is-
hard/ ; https://eve.gd/2015/11/17/some-numbers-on-book-processing-charge-scalability/
https://www.operas-eu.org/special-interest-group-living-book/special-interest-group-living-book-
open-access-business-models/#Open-Access-APC-BPC

https://eve.gd/2016/02/05/why-handling-book-processing-charges-from-a-purchasing-library-is-hard/
https://eve.gd/2015/11/17/some-numbers-on-book-processing-charge-scalability/
https://www.operas-eu.org/special-interest-group-living-book/special-interest-group-living-book-open-access-business-models/#Open-Access-APC-BPC


Alternative 
business models
Experiments are great and 
welcome

Are they scalable?

Will small publishers be able to 
do the same?













What is 
scholarly book 
publishing?

Hard work! 

Private photo.
Diversity
Equity 
Inclusion

Editorial
Production
Distribution



Museum Tusculanum Press 
(anno 1975)
bibliodiverse
60 books p.a.
10 journals
23 languages
external peer review
not-for-profit
broken business model

 OA publishing OAPEN Frankfurt Book Fair, 2005
Private photo



OAPEN Library
Hosting, distribution, and preservation platform for 
open access books
Launched in 2010
400+ publishers
25,000+ peer reviewed open access books (full text)
DSpace 6.0

Easy integration with library catalogues

✔ Metadata feeds in MARCXML, CSV, RIS, ONIX, KBART
✔ OAI-PMH Harvesting
✔ REST API
✔ RSS and Atom feeds https://oapen.org
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OAPEN usage statistics dashboard
for open access books
For libraries, publishers, funders





https://youtu.be/gACD9lTl8To
https://youtu.be/gACD9lTl8To












Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB)
Launched in 2013
Global index of peer reviewed open access books
60,000+ OA books indexed
600+ OA book publishers
All metadata is freely available (CC0)
DSpace 6.0

Easy integration with library catalogues

✔ Metadata feeds in MARCXML, CSV, RIS, ONIX, KBART
✔ OAI-PMH Harvesting
✔ REST API
✔ RSS and Atom feeds https://doabooks.org
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Peer Review Information Service for 
Monographs (PRISM)

Increasing trust in OA book publishing by

• providing publishers with the opportunity of 
displaying information about their peer review
procedures

• supporting transparency around the quality
assurance process of academic book publishing

• Part of the OPERAS Service Catalogue

• Info: https://doabooks.org/en/librarians/prism

https://www.operas-eu.org/services/prism/
https://www.doabooks.org/en/librarians/prism


https://www.oapen.org/publishers/9286987-services-publishers


Funding
Dutch not-for-profit ‘Stichting’
- cannot be sold or acquired

Revenue (2021):
1. Publisher fees (14%)
2. Funder services (37%)
3. Library support (31%)
4. Projects (18%)

https://oapen.fra1.digitaloceanspaces.com/1b26fa21edcd485f927416d4e6ba3db5.pdf


Collaborative
funding models
Collecting actors in OA book 
publishing based on 
membership criteria

Opening a window to the 
diversity of OA book publishing
for libraries and funding
institutions 



Research 
institutions

open science strategies

library acquisition budgets

Private photo.



An example

10M EUR
library acquisition budget



Research 
funders

OA book policies

funding OA book publishing



Bring funders
and institutions 
together! 
to discuss challenges and 
solutions
to keep the OA book 
ecosystem in balance



PALOMERA
”Policy Alignment of Open 
access Monographs in the 
European Research Area”

24 months EU project
Jan. 2023-Dec 2024
16 partners :: Coordinated by 
OAPEN and OPERAS



“We are cautiously optimistic 
about the prospects for
a significant amount of European 
long-form scholarship
to be published as OA, despite 
well-known obstacles.”

Ferwerda, Eelco, Pinter, Frances, & Stern, Niels. (2017). A Landscape Study on Open Access and 
Monographs: Policies, Funding and Publishing in Eight European Countries. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.815932 (p.8).

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.815932
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.815932


Thank you –
we look 
forward to 
engaging with 
you

This presentation is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
Logos and symbols used in this presentation may be subject to other licences.

Niels Stern, Director, stern@oapen.org

Tom Mosterd, Community Manager , 
t.mosterd@oapen.org

https://doabooks.org | https://oapen.org

@DOABooks | @OAPENbooks
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